Herzen's aphorism is often quoted, but rarely taken seriously. That Herzen had a real insight here is suggested by the fact that key periods in the thought of both Marx and Lenin followed hard upon a close reading of Hegel. which ought to be defended, she broke with him, and since then has played her own very individual part in the American labour movement. 5 She only wrote the fi nal draft of her book after earlier drafts had been discussed and criticised by groups of miners, steelworkers, auto-workers and students. 6 A book that is the product of an interest in Hegel on the one hand and participation in a miner's strike in West Virginia on the other promises to have unusual qualities. And this book is unusual. It has three great merits.
The fi rst is that she has tried to write a history of Marxist theory in which the development of the theory is linked at every point to the corresponding developments both in society and in the political experience of socialists.
The second is that she has utilised some of the source material of Marxism more fully than any previous commentator. I have spoken already of her Hegelian concern. In this connection she has included in appendices translations of a major part of Marx's Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844 and of those portions of Lenin's Philosophical Notebooks which deal with Hegel. 7 But she has also been in a position to make use of the stenographic
